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Vietnam’ s New Action in the South China Sea: Motivations Goals

and Trends

ZHAO Weihua ( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies)

Abstract: In October 2019 the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs proposed that Wan“an Beach is
located in the mainland shelf and exclusive economic zone of Vietnam. It does not belong to the Nansha
Islands in terms of geological structure and does not belong to the scope of Sino—Vietnamese sovereignty
disputes. This latest statement is the result of the ongoing Sino-US trade war the deep implementation of
the Indo—pacific strategy and China’s growing status in the South China Sea. Vietnam’ s recent actions in
the South China Sea have received US support. On the one hand Vietnam attempts to use China’ s
temporary international difficulties to expand the chassis and force China to default; On the other hand it
attemptes to strip Wan An Beach out of the dispute area before the COC reaches an agreement. Vietnam’ s
current overall strategy in the South China Sea is to compete for “sovereignty” under the premise
maintaining the peace with China. In addition the thirteenth congress is held soon  Vietnam is busy with
internal power struggles. Therefore Vietnam’ s so—called prosecution of China is only a means to force
China to make concessions. Before the 13" congress of the VCP  China and Vietnam will not have a big
crisis in the South China Sea In addition to some minor incidents.
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