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The time cognition of the leading and the rising powers and its influence

Tian Derong
Abstract: This paper analyzes how time cognition of the leading global power and the rising
power influence power transition. It assumes that state is still the main actor in international
relations, the power transition occurs between the major powers of the international system,
and the leading and rising powers in the process of power transition should consider the ques-
tion of time, in which they plan and adjust their behaviors. This paper argues that the leading
and rising powers’ expectation and cognition of timing determine, to a large extent, their inter-
actions and hence the outcomes. Expectation of time refers to the subjective expectation of
how long the leading and rising powers foresee it will take to complete the power transition,
which determines whether a power will choose a conflictual or a competitive strategy. As it
tests how well the leading and rising powers perceive and deal with danger and opportunity in
the transition period, timing cognition determines whether a power chooses strategic stability
or strategic adjustment. Taking the Anglo- American power transition and Anglo- Germany
power transition as examples, this paper explores the role of time cognition in the process of
power transition.
Key words: Time cognition; Power transition; Expectation of time; strategy
Author: Tian Derong, Ph.D candidate, Institute of International and Strategic Studies, Party

School of Central Committee of C. P. C (National Academy of Governance)

Analysis on the characteristics of the US’s behavior in betrating its allies (2017-2022)

Xie Letian
Abstract: From 2017 to 2022, the United States often betrayed its allies. This paper finds that
in the context of the relative decline of the United States’strength, the United States will
choose to deal with the alliance based on the importance of its allies, proximity and domestic
interests. Against the background of intensified competition between China and the United
States, the United States tends to abandon those allies that have little significance in constrain-
ing China, while increasing its investment in strengthening the relationship with those allies
which can help containing China. This paper selects three case studies, including the relation-
ship between the United States and NATO, the withdrawal of the United States from the Iran
nuclear agreement, and the withdrawal of its troops from Afghanistan, to prove the law of the
United States’ behavior in betraying its allies.
Key words: The United States, alliance, betrayal
Author: Xie Letian, Assistant Researcher, Chengdu Institute of World Affairs.



Characteristics of the Biden Administration’s South China Sea Policy

Wang Sen
Abstract: The Biden administration’s South China Sea policy inherits the core logic of the
Trump administration’s policy, meanwhile it has included new trends and features in its South
China Sea policy through a combination of diplomatic layout, security strategy planning, mili-
tary force utilization and struggle for "compliance" with international law. Its focus is on main-
taining the "rules-based maritime system" in favor of the United States, as well as on the sea
power struggle with China in the context of power shift. The fundamental goals are to main-
tain and strengthen the US-led security architecture in the Western Pacific, to maintain the
balance of regional power in favor of the US and its allies, and to prevent China from becoming
the hegemon in East Asia. It is foreseeable that the strategic competition between China and
the United States in the South China Sea will persist. China should maintain its strategic focus,
lay out plans and make preparations in advance.
Key words: the United States; South China Sea; Indo-Pacific; Biden
Author: Wang Sen, Research Fellow, Northeast Asian Research Center, Shanghai University

of Political Science and Law

British policy of intervention in the '"Indo—Pacific' (2016—-2021)

Xiong Yuhe
Abstract: After the result of the Brexit referendum was confirmed in 2016, the United King-
dom proposed a "Global Britain" strategy, and the policy of "tilt to the Indo-Pacific" is the key
to achieving the strategy. Britain’s involvement in the "Indo-Pacific" is a gradual process since
2016, and is essentially a re-expansion of its global strategy. Specifically, it began deepening
ties with "Indo-Pacific" countries through trade and diplomacy, and seeking long-term exis-
tence. Britain has abandoned the conventional military means of the last century, and instead
used a combination of diplomatic, development and military means to achieve the goal of
intervention. It takes geopolitical dispute of the "Indo-Pacific" as the breakthrough, and diplo-
matic means as the center, and makes development assistance and military presence to serve
its diplomatic goals. The "Indo-Pacific" is already at the center of the vortex of great power
political competition, and Britain’s intervention has also had important political impacts, namely
consolidating the transatlantic partnership on the one hand, and disrupting the regional security
order of the "Indo-Pacific" on the other.
Key words: Britain, Suez Canal, "Indo-Pacific"

Author: Xiong Yuhe, Master candidate, School of Political Science and Public Administra-
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tion, Wuhan University.

An Examination of Australia’s Strategy for AUKUS

XU Shaomin; LI Qi
Abstract: The AUKUS proposal was originally developed by the Morrison government in
Australia. The secret decision-making of AUKUS initiative is, first and foremost, led by Scott
Morrison, and then coordinated by the Department of Defence in line with the-whole-of-gov-
ernment principle, and built on the presupposed tradition of bipartisan consensus. The an-
nouncement of AUKUS sheds light on the Australian government’s strategic determination to
balance China on the one hand, and its renouncement to hedge the risk associated with Ameri-
ca’s possible strategic retrenchment from the Indo-Pacific region on the other. It is supposed
to elevate Australia’s strategic status and role within the U.S.-led alliance system recently orga-
nized in a new form of "nodal defence"—a hybrid category that combines bilateral, mini-later-
al and multilateral initiatives. As a result, the AUKUS agreement may motivate Australia to
strengthen its political-strategic interoperability with the US, Japan and the United Kingdom,
which could further complicate China’s peripheral strategic environment.
Key words: AUKUS; The-Whole-of-Government; Interoperability; Nodal Defence
Authors: Xu Shaomin, Associate Professor, School of International Studies; Senior Research
Fellow, Oceanian Studies Center, Sun Yat-sen University; Li Qi, Research Assistant, Oceanian
Studies Center, Sun Yat-sen University; undergraduate, Beijing Normal University (Zhuhai

Campus).
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